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With this article we conclude this 
series on the devil and some of the 
various ways in which he works. It is 
hoped this series has made us all more 
sensitive to the destructive work of 
Satan, and to his relentless attempts 
to seduce the Christian. The number 
of newspaper clippings on “Ghosts, 
Witches, etc.” which I have received 
encourage me to believe that these 
articles have achieved their purpose. 


Why Evil? 

In this final article, I should like to 
deal with a general problem, one that 
bothers many people, the question, 
“Why Evil?” Why did God permit 
the devil to leave hell, come into this 
world, and tempt Adam and Eve? 
Why does God still permit him to 
tempt us today? If God is almighty 
why doesn’t He destroy the devil? 


Man A Moral Creature 

God created man a moral creature. 
He gave man a free will, the ability to 
choose between good and evil, right 
and wrong. If man had not the 
opportunity to do evil, then he would 
be a mechanical man. He would be 
an automaton who couldn’t love, 
honour and obey. Man would have 
lacked all the qualities of personality. 
God wanted, and still wants, man of 
his own free will, to love and serve 
Him. God does not coerce nor force 
man to do that which is against his 
own will. 


Freedom Abused 

God gave both the angels and man 
this freedom; both abused it. When 
man was tempted by the devil, he 
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SATAN’S SNARES 
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did not have to yield to the te1 
tion. He could have, and she] 
have, resisted it. But since 
yielded of his own free volition, | 
alone is responsible for the te 
plight in which he finds himself. ] 
has estranged himself from € 
Spiritually, he is dead, unrespor 
to God, and under His wrath 
condemnation. 


Man Enslaved 

Because man chose this way } 
himself, God owed him nothing. 
now an enemy of God, could ne 
himself return to God; he could 
atone for the damage he had dor 
himself. If anything was going t> 
done for man, God would have tf 
it. Man needed rescuing and he 
he was going to be saved and re 
to a life with God. He was now I ff 
lessly enslaved by Satan, 


God to the Rescue 

How God could still have anyt 
to do with man, still love him,, 
want to rescue him, is beyonce! 
human understanding and con} 
hension. Yet, God in His grace 
vided a way for man’s salvation. 
provided a Rescuer for man 1n 
person of His Own Son, our 4 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 


The Rescuer | 

God became a man in Bethle} 
to save man, to rescue him from 
clutches of Satan. The wond| 
message of Christmas is that we 
a Saviour, Christ the Lord. Ch 
mas is the day on which the Chri: 
celebrates the birth of his Res« 
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is why Christmas is such a joyful 
happy season. We remember 
God did for us through Jesus 
‘t, the Saviour. 


tle 
‘e devil knew what the birth of 
tt would do to him and his 
‘@r. Shortly after Christ’s birth, the 
tried to destroy the child 
igh the wicked King Herod. The 
child had to flee for His life. 
hole life was one long fight with 
levil. But in the end, Jesus won. 
_ His death and resurrection. He 
‘G2ame our arch enemy and gained 
ictory for us. 


Can Overcome 
‘Jan is still a moral creature and is 
tempted by the devil. God has 
aised that He will not permit any 
tation to come to us that we with 
help, cannot overcome. With the 
7 of Christ we can defeat and 
sh Satan. However, we must al- 
s be on our guard, watch and 
*, lest in a moment of weakness we 
into one of Satan’s snares. 
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MEMORIAL WREATHS 


Come, your heart and voices raising, 
Christ the Lord with gladness praising ; 
Loudly sing His love amazing, 

Worthy folk of Christendom, 


Sin and death may well be groaning, 
Satan now may well be moaning; 
We, our full salvation owning, 


Cast our every care away. 


Christ, from heaven to us descending 
And in love our race befriending, 

In our need His help extending, 
Saved us from the wily foe. 


Jacob’s Star in all its splendor 

Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 
Forcing Satan to surrender, 

Breaking all the powers of hell. 


Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing 
And to Thee we come confessing 
That our freedom Thou has wrought ! 


Gracious Child, we pray Thee, hear us, 
From Thy lowly manger cheer us, 
Gently lead us and be near us 

Till we join the angelic choir. 


Pau GERHARDT 
Lutheran Hymnal No. 90 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of THE Rev. F. W. Scuuze, 
first ELCE pastor, who died 23 September at Caldwell, Idaho, U.S.A. at the 
age of 91 years, from Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, London; from the 
Rey. and Mrs. Norman Heintz, from Dr. and Mrs. E. Geo. Pearce; total 
£36.16.4 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. WILLIAM Kress, 
Chicago, Illinois, from Dr. and Mrs. H. C. Kemnitz, $10 for the Church 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. G. Paynrer from Mrs. 
M. Bridge, £1 for the Church Extension Fund. , 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Miss Anns Stockman from 
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Collins, £2 for the Church Extension Fund. 
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The Word Shall Stand 


God Becomes Man 


Last time we spoke about the end 
of the world and Christ’s coming in 
glory for judgment. If I remember 
rightly, you referred to this as Christ’s 
second coming. If this is His second 
coming, or advent, then what exactly 
do you mean by his first coming? 


We mean His coming into the 
flesh, His being born a true human 
being of the Virgin Mary in the stable 
at Bethlehem in the country of Judaea 
not quite 2000 years ago. This is the 
coming which was announced by the 
Angel of the Lord to the shepherds on 
Bethlehem’s fields on the night on 
which Jesus was born. 

The first coming of Christ was not 
the beginning of His existence, was it? 

Oh,.no! He is the eternal Son of 
God and as such He is without begin- 
ning and without end. On a number 
of occasions He said this and similar 
things concerning Himself very clear- 
ly. The leaders of the Jewish people 
never liked it and accused Him of 
blasphemy. But he absolutely refused 
to modify His claims in any way what- 
soever. There was, for example, the 
occasion when the Jews objected most 
violently because Jesus set Himself 
above Abraham, the father of the 
Jewish people. “Your father Abraham 
(Jesus said to them) was overjoyed to 
see my day; he saw it and was glad.” 
The Jews protested, “You are not yet 
fifty years old. How can you have 
seen Abraham?” Jesus said, “In very 
truth I tell you, before Abraham was 
born, Iam.” (John 8 : 56-58). 


At His first coming Christ, the 
eternal Son of God, became flesh; He 
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was born a true human being, thot; 
without sin. 


Is this what is meant by 
incarnation? 


Yes, indeed. The word “inca 
tion” comes from the Latin prep 
tion “in” and the noun “carnis” w 
means “flesh”. His incarnation ¥ 
His coming into the flesh. That is | 
first coming. 

g 


What is the great difference — 
tween Christ’s first coming and }, 
second coming? 


His first coming was a coming 
poverty and humility and for the } 
pose of saving the world; the see 
coming will be with power and g 
glory and will take place in order 
Christ may judge the quick and 
dead. Only a few knew, and fe 
still cared, about His first comp 
Even most of Jesus’ own people w 
quite unimpressed by the world-st 
ing event that took place in the staff’ 
of Bethlehem. The decree of Cay! 
Augustus that all the world she 
be taxed was to them of far grew) 
significance. It will be different at fi! 
second coming. Of this the Ape 
John says (Rey. 1:7): “Every” 
shall see him, and among them tl? 
who pierced him; and all the peo 
of the world shall lament in remor#) 

You said Jesus’s coming into f- 
flesh was a coming in poverty 9 
humility. Would you explain thi} 
little further? 


Of course. In doing so, I should}, 
to refer you to those glorious 
magnificcnt words of the Apostle If}, 
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r. 8: 9): “You know the grace 
> Lord Jesus Christ, that though 
is rich, yet for your sake he be- 
poor, so that by his poverty you 
: become rich.” Christ was rich 
h as only God can be. The uni- 
was His because He, with the 
‘r, created it; the sun, moon, and 
the earth with all its treasures, 
and angels, all creatures were His 
» with according to His good 
are. Yet He came in poverty and 
lity. St. Paul puts it this way 
2 :6ff.) : “He, who had always 
God by nature, did not cling to 
wrerogatives as God’s Equal, but 
: himself nothing, assuming the 
‘e of a slave. Bearing the human 
ess revealed in human shape, he 
dled himself and in obedience 
yted even death —death on a 
” 
is all seems such an awfully 
rious thing that Christ, the Son 
, became man and walked on 
arth in poverty and humility and 
y suffered and died for us. How 
ossible? 
don’t know. That the holy, just, 
eternal God should thus have 
»ed down to me, a poor worthless, 
itterly unworthy sinner, and have 
for me a perfect life on this 
1, and have atoned for my sins by 
1oly innocent suffering and death 
he cross —all this is something 
neither you nor anyone else can 
om. But it is true. Let us accept it, 
ve it with all our hearts, and 
sfully live in it. Then we belong 
arist. Then we are God’s children. 
a we have forgiveness of sins and 
qal life. Then we have all riches. 
oraham and all the other Old 
ament believers looked forward 
he coming of Christ and were 
d through faith in Him. We look 


< to the accomplished fact of His! 
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coming and are saved through faith 
in Him. He is the only Saviour. 

You mentioned the Old Testament 
believers. How much did they know 
of the coming Christ? 

They didn’t know as much as we 
know; yet they knew a great deal. 
They knew that God’s covenant with 
them (the Old Testament) had _ its 
meaning and basis in the fact that God 
was going to send the world the 
Messiah, the Saviour. God made 
many promises to this effect. One of 
the most glorious is the one He made 
through Isaiah (9:6): “Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace.” And there are 
many others from Genesis to Malachi; 
all of which had their fulfilment in the 
stable of Bethlehem about 1964 years 
ago. 

That was the first Christmas. How 
is it that Christmas today is so often 
anything but the celebration of 
Christ’s birth? 

I suppose one could say that in 
general it is because people couldn’t 
care less whether God sent a Saviour 
or not. Like the Jews of Christ’s day 
they reject any idea that they are poor 
wretched sinners who need a Saviour 
and reject God’s grace and, with it, 
God Himself. At the best, Christmas is 
for them a time when they give each 
other presents. That Christmas com- 
memorates the fact that God in His 
Son gave the world far and away the 
greatest gift that has ever been heard 
of or ever will be heard of —this leaves 
them cold, alas! And yet that is what 
Christmas is: not our giving to each 
other, but God’s gift to us in the 
coming of His Son Jesus Christ into 
our flesh. 
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August 


Two days ago Lois, the children, 


and I arrived “back home” in Nigeria 
after six years. It is wonderful to see 
our missionary friends and our many 
African friends . .. We are at Obot 
Idim temporarily. We shall be moving 
to Ogoja Province, 350 miles by road 
to the north. People there are very 
primitive. Until two and one half 
years ago very few had heard the 
name of Jesus. 
September 

In every field, on every compound, 
in every village, around every sick 
man’s neck is some kind of juju to 


ward off demons... A difficulty is the 


many languages for such a small 
area: Yala, Ukelle, Gabu, Yache, 
Ishibori, Mbube, Obudu, Tiv, Ibo, 


Boki, Akajuk, Hausa, and Efik. Today 
is Mohammed’s birthday, so the post 
offices and most shops in Nigeria are 
closed. Moslems are making an all- 
out effort to convert this entire 
country. 


October 


I baptized 28 souls in an Mbube- 
speaking village which had never 
heard the message of salvation until 
our native teacher from Ekumtak 
started going there... Last Sunday 
Lois, the children, and I followed our 
teachers, single file, down a jungle 


ABIA OKPO 


trail to the remote village of ¥ 
in Irruan clan, where white mar! 
never set foot. Never have I seen}! 
cheerful giving. We’re assure 
eager audience any day or hour |} 
come ..., After a week of ev 
services in Abia Okpo, one old | 
laid all his j pe at Missionary Wé 


estimated they were worth more: 
$1,000. | 
November - 
Last Sunday I preached in B 

We have a seven-grade school 
They told me I was the™ | 
white man ever to preach therey. 
begged me to come back. We hea 
everywhere we go. I can show 
thousand villages where I could, 
under a tree and preach to ht 
souls who have never heard of ¥ 

. On the way back from HF 
we e photographed jujus ; a littl 
pot with an egg in it on a stursf! 
little round mud house with inf! 
inside, an odd tree with a rock é 
knife blade at its base, a monkey 
on a stick, 

December 


It doesn’t seem much like Ci 
mas. It’s getting hotter, drier, 
dustier every day. But praise Go 
least two dozen villages will 
“Unto you is born a Saviour”... #} 
weeks ago we went back to Bex 
On the first visit we walked a & 
over a jungle path. These grav 
people had widened the path 
built two bridges so we could dri 
the way. This Christmas will be #y 
first... Five hundred Gabu waif) 
were drawn up to march againg ly 
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Rev, Ottemoeller reminded the 
Gabus of God’s word, “Ven- 
eis Mine,” and how Christ loves 
in spite of their hatreds. The 
ors broke up and went home. 
thief remarked, “They wouldn’t 
to their own chief, but they fear 
God.” 
January 
February we hope to open our 
eran Bible School in Okpoma, at 
doint between our major stations. 
‘l be the first school in this large 
to offer full-time instruction in 
s Work . . . Construction of a 
dormitory and a dining hall 
have to be stopped. 


February 
1 Jan. 14 a tremendous downpour 
1 several hours — the first time it 
ver rained at Okpoma in Jan- 
_ The buildings are now nearing 
dletion. 
March 

te Bible Institute in Ogoja Pro- 
» is a reality! Twenty-four stu- 
3 represent eight languages. . . 
other day we rushed to Ogoja 
a wailing woman and her infant 
whooping cough. The “doctor” 
ied treatment because we dared 
ake him at 4 p.m. to save a (mere) 
’s life. At a small Roman Cath- 
Maternity centre four miles 
1er it was too late, The baby died. 
for a hospital ! 


April 
baptized two adults and three 
its and confirmed four young 
le at Obudu, 55 miles east. Down 
alabar Province it is not unusual 
aptize 10 to 20 every week, but 
here where the Gospel has been 
ched so little... . Sunday Etim, 
Nigerian pastor, and I preached 
> sermons each for the Nigeria‘ 
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The Rev. Morris Watkins sends a month- 
ly letter home from Ogoja Province in 
Nigeria for duplication and circulation 
among Lutheran congregations. Highly 
condensed here, these letters give an ex- 
citing description of a missionary’s life. 


Broadcasting Corporation. They were 
taped for rebroadcast at Enugu. 
Thousands of radios are in the Enugu 
area, another wonderful opportunity 
for the Gospel. 


May 

Pastor Etim rides a bicycle 16 miles 
for Wednesday evening classes at 
Ekumtak (Mbube language), 16 miles 
on Thursday to Bawop (Boki), and 25 
on Friday to Betea (Irruan). On Sun- 
days he preaches at Ekumtak and 
another nearby village, or at Bawop 
and Ifiayong, or at Betea Irruan, or at 
his two “home” congregations in 
Ogoja Town. ..Work among Ishibori 
women is very difficult because of 
Moslem influence. They believe a 
woman has no soul, so why go to 


church? ,.. Since moving to Okpoma 


I can’t help Pastor Etim any more. 
He’s a faithful servant carrying a 
tremendous load. Oh, for more like 
him ! 
June 

While Bible school students were 
away two weeks at Easter, Lois had a 
week of daily classes for 15 ladies in 


(1) the Word of God, (2) child care,and 
Continued on page 10 


OUR CHALLENGE 


We in the United Kingdom want to help 
our brethren in Nigeria. On May 7-8, at 
the 1965 Synod at Boreham Wood, your 
Overseas Mission Committee will report 
and will suggest HOW and WHERE the 
ELCE can help the ELCN. 


1965 SYNOD AT BOREHAM WOOD 7-8 MAY 
Budget Conference at Petts Wood 13th March 


The dates for two annual major meet- 
ings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of England were announced after an Exec- 
utive Council session on Monday, 30 
November. The eleventh Synod, the annual 
general meeting of the church will 
take place on Friday and Saturday, 7-8 
May, 1965, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire. The Budget 
Conference, at which 1964 expenditures 
and 1965 estimated costs of congregations, 
missions, and central offices will be scrutin- 
ized by delegates, will meet at the recently- 
dedicated Christ Lutheran Church, Petts 
Wood, on Saturday, 13 March. Each 
LCE congregation and mission is entitled 
to send two delegates, one pastor and one 
layman, to both meetings. 


CONCORDIA PROMOTES 
BOOK SALES 

Firmly established in the audio-visual 
aids field of activity through Concordia 
Vilms, the Board for Lutheran Agencies 
has engaged a full-time sales representa- 
tive to promote Concordia books. Mr. 
Frnest Barnett, an active Methodist lay- 
man and youth club leader, was employed 
at the beginning of November and is at 
present calling on bookshops and_ book 
departments of large stores to create 
interest in Concordia titles. Particular 
emphasis is being. given to high quality 
children’s publications. 

Concordia bulletin folders, another 
recent venture, have already met with 
success. 100,000 copies of the Christ- 
mas design have been sold this year. The 
increasing demand for Concordia bulletins, 
hitherto imported frorn the United States, 
has led to the decision to have them 
printed in Great Britain. The initial print 
order is likely to be just under one million. 

Concordia Films continues to expand its 
market overseas. A substantial order was 
recently dispatched to the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in British Guiana, others 
to Christian bodies in South Africa, 
Holland and Norway. Export orders for 
filmstrips have been received from Aus- 
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News from our churches : 


tralia, New Zealand, South Africa, ; : 


Norway and Iceland. 


WIFE OF FIRST ELCE PASTOR DIES 


Word has been received of the de | 
Mrs. F. W. Schulze, wife of the fous 
pastor of Luther- Tyndale Meni 
Church, Kentish Town, and Holy T }, 
Lutheran Church, South Tottenhany 
first two congregations of the ELCF’ 
reported in the October issue of the BR. 
LUTHERAN, Pastor Schulze died on 23) 
tember 1964 at the age of 91 years. Fup 
services for Mrs. Schulze were held §, 
November at Zion Lutheran Ch 
Hastings, Nebraska, the same chanel 
which, a month earlier, her husban 
been buried. 


“LUTHERAN ROSE” STILL BLOSSO® 


“The Lutheran Rose Blossoms in _ 
land”, the ELCE filmstrip  proe 
several years ago, is still doing its job. © 
the parish bulletin of a Lutheran cong:f! 
tion in Auckland, New Zealand: 
filmstrip tells the exciting story off 
growth of the Lutheran church in Eng 
Shown recently at the Panmure L 
Society meeting, it was received so er! 
iastically that many wanted to see it 
and give others an opportunity to » 
too. ‘The Lutheran Rose Blossoms in: 
land’ with recorded commentary w 
shown after the service at Panmuii 
Sunday night, 27 September.” 


MORE INDEPENDENCE FOR 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


Discussions are underway in meeti* 
the ELCE Youth Board and of the E | 
tive Committee of the Luther Leagy’ 
Great Britain recommending that 
Luther League, like the Lutheran Wo" 
League, be an independent organizy 
within the ELCE. At present the I: 
operates under the guidance of the FE} 
Board for Youth. This would be “a 
step forward”, Miss Janet Bridge, I 
Secretary, wrote in a letter to all 4 
groups and pastors. Should this ha) 
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outh Board would concentrate its 
ion on the younger youth of the 


2. 
) discussed in the meeting of LLGB 
tive Committee on 23 October at 42 
um Street was the 1965 Convention 
aew projects for the coming year. 
‘al Advisor Warren Fanning ex- 
d that pressure of work at his East 
de mission prevented him from get- 
ut the third quarter edition of The 
7 Lutheran. The Committee also 
about the need for an ELCE retreat 
where conventions and Bible camps 
‘be held. 


RS DISCUSS MINISTRY 


2 doctrine of the ministry was again 
sntre point of discussion in the Barnes 
ral Conference held 24-25 November 
f Museum Street. Three Cambridge 
led the discussion: Pastor Norman 
z with an exegetical study of I Tim. 
. Norman Nagel finishing his exam- 
n of Article V of the Augsburg Con- 
a, “On the Ministry”, and Prof. 
sr Keller summarizing for further 
ry the paper on John 20 which he 
resented at the Barnes Conference at 
Xilbride in September. 
evelation, Inspiration, Inerrancy”, a 
document published by the Com- 


iui 4 
Nagy 
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mission on Theology and Church Relations 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
also came under review. Pastor Roger 
Winger of Coventry was asked to com- 
municate to the Secretary of the Commis- 
sion the reaction of ELCE pastors to the 
document. 

Besides the usual reports from the Execu- 
tive Council, the Church Extension Fund 
Committee, the Master Plan Committee, 
the Board for Youth, the Lutheran 
Women’s League, the Music Committee 
and the Overseas Mission Committee, the 
pastors also heard up - to - the - minute 
accounts of the progress of new mission 
and new church buildings at Petts Wood, 
Sunderland, Harlow, Plymouth, East Kil- 
bride and Coventry. 

The chaplain for the Conference was 


the Rev. V. H. Henning of Harlow. 


—. 


1965 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 


All ELCE congregations, missions, 
boards and other eligible bodies are 
asked to give early consideration to 
resolutions which they intend to sub- 
mit for debate at the 1965 Synod at 
Boreham Wood. Such resolutions 
must be in the hands of the Secre- 
tary, 42 Museum Street, London, 
W.C.1, not later than 31 January, 
1965. 


L prerecure Your SENSE OF HuwoRr, But DeuteRONOMY CAN GET BY 
WITHOUT YouR SPARKLING COMMENTS! * 


Dateline Cartoon 
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South Wales Echo, 
Thursday, November 26, 1964 


SEARCH FOR A SAINT 


There are plenty of saints — but how 
many Welsh ones? That's what the Rev. 
Ronald R. Feuerhahn, 28 year old pastor 
of Cardiff Lutheran Church is wondering. 

“We hope to find a Welsh saint we can 
name this church after,” Pastor Feuerhahn, 
who comes from Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
told me at his modernistic church at Doyle 
Avenue, near Fairwater Green. 

“He must be someone Lutheran in his 
principles. St. David, for example — to 
me he’s a Lutheran, though, of course, he 
lived long before Luther.” 

The pastor’s wife, 24 year old Carol, of 
Minnesota, is interested in Welsh saints 
too. She’s also interested in the Welsh 
language and is trying to learn to speak it. 
“Bore da,” she said impeccably. 

Kentish Times, 
Friday, December 4, 1964 


SUNDAY SCHOOL DOUBLES 


Since the opening of Christ Lutheran 
Church at Poverest, the Sunday School has 
doubled in size, a junior section in the 
youth club has 15 members, and the seniors 
have increased to 20. On Sunday the 
festival of films began, with the showing 
of “Martin Luther,” and the children saw 
“The Candlemaker.’ The films on Sundays 
will continue until Christmas Eve. 

On Sunday, at Holy Communion, the 
words of institution were said from behind 
the altar for the first time. The curate, 
Mr. Jonathan Cremer, assisted at the 
service for the first time. 


STAFF VACANCY 

Personal Secretray 

Lutheran Agencies will require a 
competent personal secretary for the 
General Manager, to commence 
duties from Ist March, 1965. Good 
shorthand and typing speeds essen- 
tial, and ability to work on own 
initiative. Varied and_ interesting 
work. 5 day week. If interested, 
please send particulars of previous 
experience, age, etc., in confidence, 
to: General Manager, Lutheran Agen- 
Sg Be Museum _ Street, London, 
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Continued from page 7 


(3) health. They'll be better mot 
. The first Sunday after I 
vacation, students went out to § 
villages to teach the Bible story 
had learned that week. They rea 
some 500 Yalas, Yaches, and Ibos 
hope to add at least one Ukelle 
one Ishibori village. Our aim 
dozen villages a Sunday. . . . W 
still treating about 500 patier 
month at our “doorstep dispense 
. Last week Oga Oko and his 
trudged onto the compound with > 
infant son. He was all but dead 
prayed for him and drove him te 
hospital. Once we stopped to see FF 
was breathing. We prayed again. f 
few days he was well again. His fe k 
said, ‘““When he grows up, I’m £ | 
to send him to the Bible an 


July 


Our students are getting a wo? 
ful response in a dozen villages. FF 
Sunday they reached 1,200. Tl 
good ! The people are coming to FF 
the Word from students. I 
thought that perhaps they were 
coming to see a white man... . 
Lord’s work is being attacked. I 
often mentioned the Moslems t!f 
in Nigeria. An even greater thre» 
this area is from another chi} 
(Roman Catholic — Ed.) Prote 
services have been stoned, Mist 
aries called “devils,” school ¥ 
doubled, threats made to close scifi 
school children beaten and oth 
punished, and lepers refused w¥ 
ment for hearing and reading} | 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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w does the majestic picture of 
in the Gospel of John fit with 
scount in Matthew, Mark and 
» How much are the Gospels 
thought of as biographies and 
much as preaching? Which of 
ospels was written first and how 
ey influence one another? Does 
‘ter who wrote them? 

ese are the sort of questions that 
been discussed at Westfield 
> this Michaelmas Term on 
lay afternoons. The lectures and 
sars given by Dr. Nagel and Pro- 
Keller have,inaddition to West- 
: students, been attended by all 
astors from the London area, the 
city of whom have been present 
week. 

e history of New ‘Testament 
oretation has been followed 
gh the centuries. Most of the 
ions and attacks remain basically 
ame, but they arise in ever new 
3. The Christian responses to 
have been examined with a view 
2ir usefulness in our day. 

the early church Origen pro- 
d allegory as the way of getting 
ad difficulties. Behind each state- 
of Scripture there was supposed 
a deeper spiritual meaning more 
rtant than the immediate one. 
developed into a method of 


TESTAMENT STUDIES AT WESTFIELD HOUSE 


interpretation which looked for four 
meanings in every passage. 

Luther swept aside this fourfold 
interpretation and insisted on the 
plain statement of the text. For Pro- 
testants the Bible became the sole 
authority. Roman Catholics mocked 
their disagreements. Some of the 
walls they built to defend the Bible 
were not derived from the Bible and 
so could not stand. Some Protestants 
used the Bible as a book of laws and 
quoted it as one quotes a legal code. 
The Lutheran use and defence of 
Scripture was informed by the basic 
distinction between Law and Gospel. 
Lutherans have got into difficulties 
only when they have forgotten this 
distinction, 

In the Age of Reason men were 
prepared to accept only what seemed 
reasonable. In our day, too, people 
approach Scripture with certain speci- 
fications and if these are not satisfied 
they will not accept it. How such an 
attitude fits or conflicts with the stance 
of faith has been under discussion. 

These studies at Westerfield House 
of New Testament questions have 
been fruitful in discerning which are 
wrong questions, which questions 
cannot be answered and which can, 
and in pursuing these, as Luther said, 
“in submission to Scripture”. 


: CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


Our Performance (For ten months February-November) 


Loans 

KENTISH TOWN £4565 
TOTTENHAM 1391 
RUISLIP 1001 
SUNDERLAND 409 
PETTS WOOD 557 
BOREHAM WOOD 323 
CARDIFF 50 
CAMBRIDGE 176 
HARLOW 85 
PLYMOUTH VW 
EAST KILBRIDE 372 
POLISH LUTHERANS 952 
OTHERS 278 
Grand Total £10,170 

‘MBER, 1964 


Donations Total Withdrawals 

£108 £4673 £3553 

56 1447 1209 

14 1015 1092 

16 425 375 

13 570 515 

15 338 290 

3 53 63 

12 188 158 

1 86 96 

21 32 136 

0 372 117 

0 952 0 

871 1149 358 

£1,130 £11,300 £7914 
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The Lutheran t 
Helps People 


In many ways 


A preacher in Bristol writes: 
“| should be grateful if you could put my# 
your mailing list for Dr. Hoffman's printed | 
have read many of them and have been 
them, and they have often inspired the writ 
own sermons. | do not feel | am ‘poaching’ bi 
ing Dr. Hoffman's ministry.” 


A young girl in Poole: 
“| only heard your talk by chance, and it cer 
a blessing to me, as my boyfriend and | had 
quarrel, and | was hoping that he would co 
say sorry to me, but instead when he arri 
him | was sorry and everything was bette 
like to receive your talk on “Forgive Us 
passes”. 


A West Indian immigrant: 


“| accepted the Lord Jesus in the West Indi 
came to Britain, my love was growing col 
light burning dim. | then wrote to The Luth 
for the course on The Life and Teachin 


Christ. | cannot express how much this © 
helped me.” 


A prison chaplain: 

“We are anticipating commencing a Bible 
dence Course for special grades of men in ~ 
lishment. Kindly send me complete sev 
courses.” 


Listen to the 


Special Christmas Day Broae 
6 p.m. Christmas Day over Radio Lux 


Dr. Oswald Hoffmann interviews 
Marian Anderson, famous contralto 


The Lutheran Hour 
42 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON), 


